… for completing the Town of Beech Mountain Comprehensive Planning Survey. The information you provide in reply to the following
questions will be used to help the Town develop a plan that will guide our long-range actions over the next 20 years.
The following pages contain maps that are intended to provide some background information regarding the Town. It is hoped that
these maps will help you make informed decisions as you complete the rest of this survey.

NOTE: YOU MAY COMPLETE THIS SURVEY ONLINE (USING THIS DOCUMENT TO VIEW MAPS AND GRAPHICS) AT:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/BeechComprehensiveSurvey

MAP 1-

MAP 2-

MAP 3-

MAP 4-

General

1. What characteristics of Beech Mountain drew you here? Was it the high altitude climate? The views? The natural atmosphere? The
laid back way of life? Please let us know what you value in Beech Mountain and what you want to see preserved.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. In your ideal scenario, Beech Mountain is (Please Choose One):
a. A quaint resort town , and an escape from everyday life
b. An exclusive Mountain community
c. A functional , full time town
d. A thriving tourism destination with a vibrant economy
e. I have another vision for Beech (specify)___________________________________________________

Land Use and Community Design
3. What is your overall perspective towards growth and development in general on Beech Mountain? (Please Choose One):
a. Strongly Support Growth- The town should help to invigorate the economy by putting in place policies that encourage building
and development.
b. Somewhat Support Growth- The Town should enact policies and programs that encourage only certain types of growth in
certain areas in order to accommodate growth yet preserve natural areas as much as possible.
c. Support Population Growth but not Physical Growth- The town should enact policies and programs that seek to foster growth by
getting more people to utilize and move to existing structures. This way the Town can grow without necessarily increasing
building and development.
d. Opposed to Growth- I came to Beech Mountain to escape from overpopulated, urban areas. The town should seek to preserve
Beech Mountain as it is as much as possible with its policies and programs.

4. IF YOU ANSWERED “b” TO QUESTION #3 ABOVE (indicating that you support only certain growth in certain areas), which manner of
growth do you think would work best in Beech Mountain? (Please Choose One. If you did not answer “b” to question #3 above, skip this
question)
a. Encourage higher densities, infill development, and re-development in currently developed areas in order to focus growth away
from natural areas.
b. Require lower densities, resulting in larger yards and more space for each individual home
c. A mixture of both of the above
d. neither
5. Specifically consider the undeveloped portions of Town such in the Westerly Hills and Buckeye Hills West (See Map 1). What policies
should the Town have towards growth and development in these areas? (Please Choose One):
a. Support Growth- Support the economy by encouraging development with policies that encourage building in this area according
to the current lot layout.
b. Support Conservation and Recreation Opportunities- This area is one of the largest undeveloped areas in the region and the
Town should seek to preserve its natural qualities and tap into the recreational possibilities it presents.
c. The town should not have any special policies towards this area- it will develop on its own when the market dictates.
6. Look closely at the maps above that depict current development, natural features, and amenities. Considering these factors and your
own knowledge of Beech Mountain, what are the top 3 neighborhoods (See Map 1) in which the town should consider conservation or
recreation initiatives?
Neighborhood 1 __________________
Neighborhood 2___________________
Neighborhood 3___________________
I do not think the Town should pursue recreation or conservation initiatives __________________

7. Look closely at the maps above that depict current development, natural features, and amenities. Considering these factors and your
own knowledge of Beech Mountain, what are the top 3 neighborhoods (listed in Map 1) in which the town should concentrate new
residential growth? (Remember that just because an area is currently developed does not mean that it cannot grow.)
Neighborhood 1 __________________
Neighborhood 2___________________
Neighborhood 3___________________
I do not think there should be extensive new residential growth _____________

8. In terms of Land Use, would you say that Beech Mountain needs more commercial areas and amenities? (Please Choose One):
a. Yes- you shouldn’t have to leave town to obtain necessities such as gas, medical/ pharmacy service, daycare, etc.
b. No- Beech Mountain’s Commercial entities are sufficient, and more commercial areas will degrade the quant character of the
town.
9. IF YOU ANSWERED YES TO QUESTION #8 ABOVE (indicating you think Beech Mtn. needs more commercial areas), where would you like
to see new commercial areas located? (Please Choose One. If you did not answer “yes” to question #8 above, skip this question).
a. Adjacent to current commercial areas or redevelop existing commercial facilities.
b. Establish new Commercial districts (perhaps in currently undeveloped areas)
c. A mixture of both
10. How important to you are community aesthetics in Beech Mountain? (Please Choose One):
a. Very Important- The town should undertake projects and pursue policies to beautify the community.
b. Neutral- Somewhat important, but not a priority
c. Not Very Important- The town should focus its efforts on other items

11. What is your general perspective towards community- appearance related rules such as the garbage bin requirements, tree ordinances,
sign ordinance, etc.? (Please Choose One):
a. These regulations are necessary to maintain the character of the community and should be maintained and strengthened
b. I am in support of these measures, but the current methods should be revised to make the rules work better
c. These type of rules are intrusive and contrary to business- they should be relaxed or abolished
12. Should the town pursue initiatives that encourage the rehabilitation or removal of older, dilapidated homes? (Please Choose One):
a. Definitely- The town should enforce even more strict zoning regulations in order to keep the Town’s properties up to a high
standard
b. I am ambivalent towards this issue
c. No- How people take care of their own property is their own business
13. Should the town enact ordinances that make mandates regarding the design and appearance of new construction? (Please Choose One):
a. Yes- it’s important to ensure that all new construction meets the theme of Beech Mountain and fits well with the surroundings
b. Only in commercial districts and public spaces- just those areas that are highly publicly visible should be regulated.
c. No- People should be free to design their residences or buildings any way they choose

Public Safety
14. On a scale of 1 to 5, with 1 being unsafe and 5 being very safe, how safe do you feel in Beech Mountain? (Please Choose One):
Unsafe 1 -- 2 -- 3 -- 4 -- 5 Very Safe
15. Related to other governmental functions, what priority do you place on Public Safety? (Please Choose One):
Low Priority

1 -- 2 -- 3 -- 4 -- 5 Highest Priority

16. When you are out of town, how well do you feel your property is protected? (Please Choose One):
Not protected well enough

1 -- 2 -- 3 -- 4 -- 5 Very well protected

17. What specific threats (natural disaster preparedness, crime reduction, etc.) do you foresee that a public safety plan for Beech Mountain
would need to address? (please list):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
18. What qualities or services are important to you in our Police Department, Fire Department, or EMS?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Transportation
19. In your average day on Beech Mountain, estimate what number of trips you make to the following destinations. (Please circle the
number of trips you make):
Out of town (Banner Elk, Boone, etc.)
0 -- 1 -- 2 -- 3 -- 4 -- 5+
To Commercial areas on Beech Mtn (restaurants, general store, hotels, realty offices, recycling center, Town Hall, etc.)
0 -- 1 -- 2 -- 3 -- 4 -- 5+
To the Ski Resort 0 -- 1 -- 2 -- 3 -- 4 -- 5+
To the Club Golf Facility 0 -- 1 -- 2 -- 3 -- 4 -- 5+
To the Club Tennis Facility 0 -- 1 -- 2 -- 3 -- 4 -- 5+
To Buckeye Recreation Center
0 -- 1 -- 2 -- 3 -- 4 -- 5+
To Visit friends and Neighbors in Beech Mountain
0 -- 1 -- 2 -- 3 -- 4 -- 5+

20. For the trips that you make within Beech Mountain to destinations of reasonable proximity, what is your preferred mode of travel
(Please Choose One):
a. Walking
b. Biking
c. Golf Carts
d. Automobile
21. If Beech Mountain legalized the use of Golf Carts on most town-maintained roads, and undertook efforts to improve the feasibility and
safety of golf cart use (such as signage, lowered speed limits, etc.), would you consider using a golf cart for your local travel? (Please
Choose One):
a. Yes
b. No
c. Maybe, if _________________
22. If Beech Mountain developed a shuttle bus program for the travel to the main destinations in town (Club Facilities, Ski Resort, Recreation
Center, Town Hall Area, etc.) would you consider using it for your local travel? (Please Choose One):
a. Yes
b. No
c. Maybe, if _________________
23. With the understanding that underlying infrastructure must be up to standard before roads can be paved, how important is it to you that
the town proceed with paving existing gravel roads? (Please Choose One):
a. Very Important- Unpaved roads cause too many problems
b. Somewhat Important- I think that the Town should look into paving the busier unpaved roads, but should consider financial
limitations and other constraints.
c. Not Important- Gravel roads add to the rustic charm of Beech Mountain, and paved roads are too expensive to maintain.

24. On a scale of 1 to 5, with 5 being very supportive and 1 being opposed, how do you feel about the following transportation initiatives in
Beech Mountain? (Please Circle a number for each potential transportation initiative):
Increasing and improving pedestrian amenities, routes, and trails

opposed

1 -- 2 -- 3 -- 4 -- 5 very supportive

Increasing the feasibility of biking as a means of travel while on the mountain

opposed 1 -- 2 -- 3 -- 4 -- 5 very supportive

Increasing the feasibility of golf carts as a means of travel on the mountain

opposed 1 -- 2 -- 3 -- 4 -- 5 very supportive

Developing a shuttle bus system

opposed

1 -- 2 -- 3 -- 4 -- 5 very supportive

Economic Development and Tourism
25. How important to you is it that Beech Mountain attract more visitors and vacationers? (Please Choose One):
a. Very important- that keeps our businesses viable and helps the town thrive
b. Somewhat important- I support bringing more visitors to the town, but feel that the Town’s priorities lie with current property
owners and residents
c. Not important- I come to Beech Mountain as a quiet refuge and I’d like to keep it that way
26. How important is it to you that Beech Mountain attract new seasonal or permanent residents including those building and buying
homes? (Please Choose One):
a. Very important- that keeps our businesses viable and helps the town thrive
b. Somewhat important- I support bringing more visitors to the town, but feel that the Town’s priorities lie with current property
owners and residents
c. Not important- I come to Beech Mountain as a quiet refuge and I’d like to keep it that way
27. Beech Mountain’s predominant industries are tourism, recreation, real estate, and construction. Should Beech Mountain consider ways
of diversifying its economy by attracting other forms of commerce? (Please Choose One):
a. Yes- we should consider all ways of improving the economy
b. Maybe- only seek those types of industries that are compatible with the current character of the town.
c. No- we should focus on strengthening the existing businesses

28. IF YOU ANSWERED “YES” or “MAYBE” to question #27 above, what new type of business(es) do you think would be successful on Beech
Mountain?
____________________________________________________________________________________________

29. The Tourism Development Authority (TDA) collects occupancy tax to be spent in support of tourism on Beech Mountain. Do you feel
that the Town should expend additional funds and efforts on improving the economy?
a. Of course- a town should seek to do all that is possible to support the vitality of its people
b. Only in ways that are incidental to the Town providing its customary services of water and sewer, transportation, etc.
c. No- in a free market economy, the town should have no role in supporting business

Specific Projects
30. On a scale of 1 to 5, with 5 being supportive and 1 being opposed, how would you rate the following project ideas:
Paving Buckeye Creek Road (the road to the “Back Gate” or the other entrance to Beech Mountain)

1 -- 2 -- 3 -- 4 -- 5

Continuing the pedestrian walkway and landscaping project in the Town’s commercial area

1 -- 2 -- 3 -- 4 -- 5

Paving existing gravel roads

1 -- 2 -- 3 -- 4 -- 5

Re-paving existing paved roads

1 -- 2 -- 3 -- 4 -- 5

Creating a trail that serves as a connection from Beech Mountain’s Hiking Trails network to the Appalachian Trail (approx 4 miles)
1 -- 2 -- 3 -- 4 -- 5
Creating a trail that connects Beech Mountain to Banner Elk.

1 -- 2 -- 3 -- 4 -- 5

Putting in policies that encourage the use of golf carts as a means of transportation when on the mountain.

1 -- 2 -- 3 -- 4 -- 5

Establishing a regularly scheduled shuttle bus that circulates between major destinations in town during busy months
Other Project (describe)________________________________________________________________________

1 -- 2 -- 3 -- 4 -- 5

Water and Sewer Infrastructure
For more information on the Water and Sewer Infrastructure improvements that have been planned, please visit
http://www.townofbeechmountain.com/announcements/water-and-sewer-study-2011 on the Town’s website.

Recreation
To provide input on planning for recreation initiatives on Beech Mountain, please see the separate Recreation Master
Planning Survey, located online under the heading “Announcements” on the right hand column of the Buckeye Recreation Center’s
website: http://beechrecreation.org/

(Optional)
31. How much time per year do you usually spend in Beech Mountain (Circle One).
a. 0-2 months
b. 2-6 months
c. More than 6 months per year
Note: Be assured that providing this optional information will in no way affect the weight of your response, but will simply allow us to
compare the needs of different groups.

Open Comments:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please return this survey by JUNE 15, 2012 via:

Online (Preferred):
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/BeechComprehensiveSurvey
(if completing online, use this document for reference maps)

Print and Fax:

Print, Scan and Email:

Print out and Mail:

ATTN: James Scott

jscott@townofbeechmountain.com

ATTN: James Scott
403 Beech Mountain Parkway

1-828-387-4862

Beech Mountain, NC 28604

Or print, fill out, and drop it by the Planning and Inspections Department at Town Hall
THANK YOU!

